
THE TEACHING STUDIO’S FOURTH ANNUAL

Educators’ Institute

Friday, March 10, 2017  

Rhode Island College 
Providence, RI

Price: $125

FEATURED SPEAKER:

Dr. Jeff Duncan-Andrade

REGISTER ONLINE! See inside for details or visit: www.teachingstudio.org

for Educators, Policy Makers, and 

Others Who Care About Schools 

HIGHLIGHTS

• Embedded, Proven PARCC Preparation Strategies

• 25 Targeted Workshops led by Practicing Teachers

• Practical Tools and Inspiration for Educators K-8

• Nationally Recognized Keynote



The Teaching Studio is a new center for professional development bringing 

targeted, grade-level specific professional development directly to teachers 

in their classrooms through one-on-one coaching, workshops at their grade 

level, and units of study and lessons tested in a real public school.  The 

Teaching Studio is led by practicing classroom teachers and is based in a 

successful urban school. 

Get in Touch!
Want to learn more about The Teaching Studio and our work?

• Visit our web site at www.teachingstudio.org and join our mailing list

• E-mail or call Christine Alves, Teaching Studio Director at

teachingstudio@thelearningcommunity.com or 401-454-9985

Christine W. Alves, Director of The Teaching Studio

Christine works with client schools and districts to craft tailored professional development  

plans to meet their specific needs.  She also supports The Teaching Studio’s consultants, who  

are classroom teachers and team members at The Learning Community, a K-8 public charter  

school.  Christine has led the nationally-recognized Growing Readers Initiative and is currently  

leading a project with 11 public schools as they implement new assessment systems and Common-Core 

aligned Units of Study in reading using the workshop model.  Over the last 18 years, Christine has served as 

an educational consultant for several public schools in Massachusetts and Rhode Island, instructional coach 

for teachers in grades K-8, classroom teacher, and mentor for Brown University’s MAT program. 

WHAT TEACHERS SAID ABOUT LAST YEAR’S EDUCATORS’ INSTITUTE
“This was the best organized conference that I have attended in a long time. It is so wonderful to see the 

vision of The Learning Community – a reality that goes far beyond the walls of the school – affecting so 

many children, families and teachers.”   

Principal

“I found the entire day to be helpful and enjoyable. All of the keynote speakers gave thoughtful, compelling 

research-based ‘take aways’ to discuss further with my colleagues. The day was extremely inspiring.”    

First Grade Teacher

 “In my urban district we have significant needs in the area of language and comprehension. I gained a 

broader understanding of the relationship between the two, and useful strategies for intervening.”   

Reading Specialist



AGENDA
Friday, March 10, 2017 

8:00 – 8:30   

Registration and Breakfast

8:30-8:40  

Opening Remarks

8:40- 10:00   

Keynote:  Dr. Jeff Duncan-Andrade

10:15-11:30  

Morning Workshop Sessions  

11:30-12:00 

Lunch 

12:00- 12:45   

Panel Discussion

1:00- 2:15  

Afternoon Workshop Sessions

2:30 – 3:00   

Closing Remarks  

Participants will be able to choose one morning and one 

afternoon workshop. Breakfast, coffee, tea and lunch included 

in registration fee. 

This event made possible by  

generous support from  

The Rhode Island Foundation.  

FEATURED SPEAKER
This national expert will give a keynote 

speech as well as lead workshops during 

the day. 

Dr. Jeff Duncan-Andrade 
Jeff Duncan-Andrade, Ph.D., is Associate 

Professor of Raza Studies and Education 

at San Francisco State University. He is 

also the founder of the Roses in Concrete 

Community School, a community 

responsive lab school in East Oakland 

(www.rosesinconcrete.org), and the 

Community Responsive Education Group 

(CRE) working with schools and districts 

around the world to develop and support 

effective classroom and school cultures. 

As a classroom teacher and school leader 

in East Oakland for the past 23 years, 

his pedagogy has been widely studied 

and acclaimed for producing uncommon 

levels of social and academic success 

for students. Duncan-Andrade lectures 

around the world and has authored two 

books and numerous journal articles and 

book chapters on effective practices in 

schools.



MATH
Math Games that Develop Number  

Sense K-5

Workshop Back By Popular Demand:  Are 

you tired of the same routines in math? 

Learn new games that can increase 

engagement, improve fluency, and deepen 

understanding and reasoning. Walk away 

with dozens of math games that can 

be adapted to meet the needs of your 

students. AM

Ava Vanech is an Instructional Coach  

for Math in grades 5-8 having  

previously been a 6th Grade Math  

Teacher and a member of our Academic Support 

Team. Prior to joining The Learning Community, 

Ava taught in Milton, Dorchester and Lawrence, 

Massachusetts, as well as schools in California. 

She worked as a mentor in Peru and as a 

preschool teacher in Chile. Ava received an MAT 

from Tufts University and also holds a degree in 

Sociology from Wesleyan University. 

Math Talk and Mental Math K-5

Let’s talk math!  We will discuss strategies 

for how to engage your students in 

meaningful math conversations, and you’ll 

get a toolbox of talk moves to deepen 

students’ math reasoning.  We will look at 

mental math, alongside math talk, and its 

role in our elementary classrooms.  You’ll 

leave with lots of ideas to make mental 

math and productive talk happen in your 

classroom on Monday! AM

Kim Lee is a Math Specialist at The  

Learning Community. She previously  

taught pre-school and was a classroom  

teacher in grades K-5 in Rhode Island  

and California, as well as in Japan. Kim has a BA 

and teaching certification from California State 

University, Northridge. 

Making Sense of Word Problems

In this workshop, we will examine four 

different types of word problems that 

often form the basis for multistep 

problems. We will relate these to the types 

of problems that students often encounter 

on the PARCC test. AM

Karina O’Halloran is a classroom  

teacher in The Learning Community’s  

third grade.  Karina is a graduate of  

Brown University’s MAT program in  

elementary education.  She also has degrees 

in psychology and Latin American studies 

from Scripps College in California.  Karina has 

student teaching experiences in two Providence 

elementary schools and worked as an assistant in 

a public school in Los Angeles. Fluent in Spanish, 

Karina studied at the Universidad Autónoma de 

Yucatán in México. 

Up the Engagement: Math Games for 

Grade 6-8

Who doesn’t love a good game?  Playing 

math games in (or out of) class is 

an effective way to increase student 

engagement, develop mathematical 

fluency, and sharpen strategic thinking.  

Join us as we learn and play several fun 

middle grades math games that you can 

try in your classroom next week! PM

David Falk is a 7th Grade Math Teacher.  

David taught in the Providence Public  

Schools for several years in the middle  

and elementary grades. He holds an M.Ed. in 

elementary education from Lesley University 

and B.A. degrees in mathematics and American 

Civilization from Brown University. David spent 

many years in higher education advancing the 

work of campus-based literacy programs across 

the country. 

Ava Vanech is an Instructional Coach  

for Math in grades 5-8 having  

previously been a 6th Grade Math  

Teacher and a member of our Academic  

Support Team. Prior to joining The Learning 

Community, Ava taught in Milton, Dorchester and 

Lawrence, Massachusetts, as well as schools in 

California. She worked as a mentor in Peru and as 

a preschool teacher in Chile. Ava received an MAT 

from Tufts University and also holds a degree in 

Sociology from Wesleyan University. 

Engaging Young Mathematicians in 

Building Fact Fluency and Automaticity

Ideas you can implement in your classroom 

that focus on the importance of building 

students’ fact fluency and automaticity 

(Grades 1-2).  We will cover whole class, 

small group, and partner games and 

activities that are easy to prepare (little 

to no prep needed), inexpensive (free or 

pretty close to it!), and better yet...actually 

FUN and ENGAGING!  These games and 

activities will help young mathematicians 

build number sense and practice 

their basic facts so they have a solid 

foundation for understanding numbers and 

relationships between them.  PM

Roxann Plamondon Romanow is  

currently in her seventh year as a  

Second Grade Teacher.  Roxann also  

works as a consulting teacher with the  

Teaching Studio and has prior experience in 

elementary schools in Cranston, Newport, and 

Providence.   As an undergraduate student, 

Roxann studied business at Bryant University 

and psychology and business at URI, where she 

also studied elementary education as a graduate 

student. 

Meghan Recupero is a Second Grade  

Teacher at The Learning Community.  

Meghan worked for six years as an  

afterschool advisor and teacher’s  

assistant at the Paul Cuffee School in Providence.  

She received her MAT in elementary education 

from RI College and has a degree in English from 

the University of Rhode Island.  Meghan has had 

student teaching experiences at public schools in 

West Warwick, Providence, Coventry, and North 

Providence. 

LITERACY
Upper Grade Shared Reading – The 

Ultimate Teaching Tool

We’ve all said it: “I just don’t have time 

for shared reading.”  This workshop will 

persuade 3-6th grade teachers that with 

a small investment of time, a regular 

shared reading lesson with a few key 

elements can dramatically improve your 

overall instruction and student reading 

performance. AM

Graham O‘Halloran is a Fifth Grade  

Teacher at The Learning Community.  

Graham is a graduate of Brown  

University’s MAT Program and holds  

degrees in public policy and education studies 

from Brown. Graham also works with the 

Teaching Studio as a consulting teacher.

Adding Rigor in Guided Reading K-3

Workshop Back By Popular Demand:  Many 

of us use guided reading in our classroom 

as a way to differentiate instruction for 

all readers. In this session, you will learn 

practical and manageable ways to increase 

the rigor in your guided reading lessons to 

maximize student achievement. AM

Angela Kemp is a Reading Specialist  

at The Learning Community. Angela  

has most recently served as a Reading  

Specialist and Instructional Coach at a  

public school in Wyoming. She has also worked 

WORKSHOPS
In addition to attending the keynote, conference participants will be able to attend 

one morning workshop and one afternoon workshop. We will ask you to select your 

top 4 choices for your morning workshops and your top 4 choices for your afternoon 

workshops when registering since space in each session is limited.  



as a Special Education teacher at elementary 

schools in Colorado and New York. Angela has 

engaged in extensive training and professional 

development and holds an MS in Special 

Education and Literacy from SUNY at Albany and 

a BA in Health Science from SUNY Brockport. 

Angela became Nationally Board Certified in 

Literacy: Reading-Language Arts Early Middle 

Childhood in 2013.

How I Saw HUGE Gains in My Class’s 

PARCC ELA Scores

My classroom was full of academic and 

behavioral challenges.  Yet compared to 

the previous year, we nearly doubled our 

class ELA score with 75% of the class at 

or above proficiency.  How did we do it?  

Come and learn some tips and techniques 

for boosting upper grade PARCC ELA 

performance. PM

Graham O‘Halloran is a Fifth  

Grade Teacher at The Learning  

Community. Graham is a graduate of  

Brown University’s MAT Program and  

holds degrees in public policy and education 

studies from Brown.  Graham also works with the 

Teaching Studio as a consulting teacher.

4 Ways to Increase the Stickiness of Your 

Teaching Points

Do your students keep forgetting those 

wonderful teaching points you’ve taught? 

In this workshop, you will learn four quick 

and easy ways to make your teaching 

POP and stay with your students. Bring 

a unit with you, and be ready to think 

through the ways you could include these 

strategies in your unit!  PM

Karina O’Halloran is a classroom  

teacher in The Learning Community’s  

third grade.  Karina is a graduate of  

Brown University’s MAT program in  

elementary education.  She also has degrees 

in psychology and Latin American studies 

from Scripps College in California.  Karina has 

student teaching experiences in two Providence 

elementary schools and worked as an assistant in 

a public school in Los Angeles. Fluent in Spanish, 

Karina studied at the Universidad Autónoma de 

Yucatán in México. 

Write Like This - Using Mentor Texts to 

Enrich Student Writing (4-8)

Do you remember the last time you had to 

write a resume? The first thing you did was 

google examples of good ones! All writers 

need that sense of “ooh, right! That’s what 

it might look like.” Come to this workshop 

to study some mentor texts together, try 

on some writing inspired by them in a way 

your students might replicate, and then 

leave with twenty mentors you might take 

into your own classroom. PM

Josh Johnston is an Instructional  

Coach for English Language Arts in  

grades 6-8 at The Learning Community.  

He previously taught sixth grade ELA. Josh 

earned his Master’s in Elementary Education from 

Brown University’s MAT program, and he also has 

a degree in history from Denison University. 

ENGLISH LEARNERS 
Writing & Talk Routines for ELs in the 

Content Areas

Have you ever wondered how to make 

exploratory writing experiences and 

conversations in science, social studies, 

and math more powerful for students? 

This session offers you the chance 

to experience a variety of engaging 

techniques and strategies that will help 

students stretch their thinking through 

daily content area writing routines and talk. 

Bring your paper, pen, laptop, or tablet and 

get ready to write and talk!  AM

Kim Leimer is the ELL Director at The  

Learning Community. She has an M.A.  

in TESOL from Teachers College,  

Columbia University, a B.A. in Spanish  

from Rutgers University, and is certified as 

a PK-12 building administrator through the 

Principal Residency Network. Kim has worked 

as a classroom teacher, instructional coach, ELL 

director, and teacher educator. 

Our Youngest ELs in the Mainstream 

Classroom: Growing and Thriving

In many little and big ways we support 

our English Learners to develop English 

in our classrooms.  Join us in learning 

proven strategies to engage and support 

your young students (K-3).  We will 

explore how the classroom community, 

family engagement, explicit instruction, 

and attention to language development 

throughout the day work together to build 

language.  You will leave with strategies 

that you can try in your classroom 

tomorrow!  AM

Janelle Conroy has been a  

Kindergarten teacher at the school  

since 2005.  Janelle was previously a  

preschool teacher in Pawtucket and  

Washington, D.C.  Janelle holds Masters degrees 

from American University and RI College in 

education. She also has a degree in Sociology 

and Russian from the College of the Holy Cross. 

Janelle is certified as an English as a Second 

Language teacher.  

Developing ELs Language, Reading, and 

Writing 

During this time we will discuss and view 

examples of how small group instruction of 

ELs using shared reading and writing can 

progress language, reading, and writing 

development. Small group instruction 

can happen in all classrooms of any size 

while other students are reading or writing 

independently or engaged in center work. 

This is an opportunity to gain more facility 

and concrete ideas to work with ELs on 

the strategies and skills they need most 

to become proficient readers, writers, and 

speakers.  PM

Abi Wilson is the Director of  

Instruction at The Learning Community and  

previously served as an Instructional  

Coach and Reading Specialist. Abi  

completed her school administrator certification 

through the Principal Residency Network 

program, has a Master’s in the Teaching of 

Reading from Wheelock College, and holds 

degrees in elementary Education and theater 

from Roger Williams University. Abi taught first 

and second grades in Providence where she 

also served as a mentor teacher for teachers in 

training. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE
We Make the Road by Walking - A Social 
Justice Study Session
Our political climate demands that we 

think about race, gender, and class, as 

citizens and as educators.  In this session, 

we’ll look at passages from Pedagogy of 

the Oppressed, by Paulo Friere, which we’ll 

use to help each other grow our critical 

consciousnesses.  We’ll be in dialogue with 

each other about the ways in which we 

live in a system of oppression and how we 

might revolutionize it, and what that would 

look like to do that work in our classrooms.  

AM 

Josh Johnston is an Instructional Coach  

for English Language Arts in grades  

6-8 at The Learning Community. He  

previously taught sixth grade ELA.  

Josh earned his Master’s in Elementary  

Education from Brown University’s MAT program, 

and he also has a degree in history from Denison 

University.

Teaching Students to Talk Back to 
Stereotypes
In this workshop, we’ll explore how to 

easily integrate and deepen the work 

of unpacking stereotypes with our 

students.  Participants will leave with 

grade appropriate read alouds and ideas 

for classroom experiences that will teach 

students to recognize and talk back to 

stereotypes.  AM

Stephanie Meuse is excited to be  

returning for her fourth year as a  

Fourth Grade Teacher at The Learning 

Community. Stephanie previously taught 

 first grade and English as a Second Language 

in public schools in Boston and Cambridge, 

Massachusetts. Stephanie received her MAT in 

Elementary Education and a BA in English from 

Northeastern University. 
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Exploring Short Texts About Race—
How can we use a middle grades ELA 
classroom to create space for students to 
talk about race?
Racism is an issue in our country, and 

as educators we have the responsibility 

to help students understand issues 

surrounding race, and the opportunity to 

empower them to create change for the 

better. But where do we start? I definitely 

don’t have the answers, but I have spent 

a year collecting short texts connected to 

the topic of race to use in a 6th Grade ELA 

classroom--to teach, probe, and inspire 

discussion about race and racism in the 

U.S. Come to this workshop to get a copy 

of these resources, and more importantly, 

to spend time brainstorming with other 

educators about which texts you’d use, and 

how you might use them with students.  

PM

Emily Spikell Sullivan is a 6th Grade  

English Language Arts teacher at  

The Learning Community.  She  

previously spent several years on our  

fourth grade team. Emily also serves as a 

consulting teacher for our Teaching Studio work 

with other public schools. Emily first came to 

The Learning Community as a student teacher 

during her training at Brown’s Elementary 

Education MAT program. Emily also holds a BA in 

education and diversity studies from the College 

of William and Mary, in Virginia, where she grew 

up. During the summers, Emily continues to work 

with Brown University as a mentor for beginning 

teachers.

CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT 
AND SCHOOL CULTURE
Movement and Activity Breaks for the 
Classroom Teacher
Workshop Back By Popular Demand:  Do 

you have wiggly, distracted students?  

Are you constantly looking for ways to 

increase stamina and focus?  Learn how to 

implement quick, easy-to-do movement 

breaks that will help increase student 

focus.  Participants will walk away with 

several activities that only take a few 

minutes and can be inserted into pretty 

much any part of your day.  Additionally, 

participants will get several resources to 

refer to and use throughout the year.  AM
 
Brent Fusaro joined The Learning  

Community in 2009 as a Physical  

Education Teacher. Brent has been  

teaching for 10 years in Providence and  

at The Learning Community. He has also coached 

Middle and High School basketball as well as 

baseball and softball. Brent has a B.S. from 

Rhode Island College.

    
Ella Bodnar Rodriguez is a Physical  

Education Teacher at The Learning  

Community. Ella has engaged young people in 

exercise and sports as a track and field coach and 

Girl Scout leader. Ella also worked as a mentor 

and afterschool leader for elementary students 

in Providence through the Children’s Crusade. 

Ella was a national champion track athlete in her 

home country of Romania and a Rhode Island 

State Champion. She earned a B.S. in Physical 

Education in Romania and a M.S. in Kinesiology 

from University of RI. 

Putting the “Play” Back in Recess
Does your school struggle to keep all 

students engaged, active, and conflict-free 

during recess?  In this workshop, you will 

learn strategies to foster play, cooperation, 

and problem solving during recess.  PM
   
Sarah Bernstein serves as Director of  

Operations, managing non-academic  

time and supporting deep experiences  

for students outside of classrooms.  

Before coming to the school in 2006, Sarah 

worked with the Providence After School Alliance 

(PASA), a citywide initiative to increase the 

quality of afterschool programs.  She also served 

as a 7th grade teacher at a Providence charter 

school.  Sarah is a graduate of Brown University 

with a degree in Ethnic Studies and a teaching 

certificate in Secondary Social Studies. 

Helping Children at Home
This workshop will provide participants 

with ways to engage with families around 

the hot topic of how to help children at 

home. We will provide strategies and 

resources that you can share with your 

families. The workshop will be focused on 

children in grades K-3.  PM

Cathy Derouin is the Director of Special 

Education. Cathy, who has been a  

special education teacher since 2001,  

says, “I want to see all children learn. I  

want to make a difference in the lives of children 

who find school more of a challenge.” Before 

coming to The Learning Community in 2004 

taught at schools in Warwick and Providence. 

Cathy has a bachelor’s degree in Special 

Education/Elementary Education, a Masters in 

Counseling and Educational Psychology and is 

certified as a special education administrator.  

SPECIAL EDUCATION
Move That Reader! Extreme Makeover, 
Comprehension Edition
Workshop Back By Popular Demand:  
Special educators, reading teachers, 

social studies and science teachers: do 

you feel like you have tried everything 

you can think of and your students still 

aren’t progressing in their comprehension 

of texts? In this 75 minute workshop you 

will learn tried and true strategies for 

supporting students through challenging 

texts, encouraging accountable talk, and 

improving overall comprehension. This 

work will apply to both content-related 

texts and independent reading books 

(ideal for upper elementary and middle 

grades). You will walk away with ready 

to use resources and the experience 

necessary to implement the tools!  AM
   

Erin O’Neil is a member of the Special  

Education Team at The Learning  

Community working with the 6th  

grade. Erin brings a wealth of  

experience in public schools in Cambridge, MA 

and New York City to her work. Erin taught 1st, 

2nd and 3rd grade as well as worked in special 

education classrooms. She has also been a 

consultant to teacher preparation programs. Erin 

has a Master’s degree in Reading and Literacy 

from Boston College and a degree in elementary/

special education from Providence College. 

Erin lives in Massachusetts, where she enjoys 

spending time with her two dogs and her family.  

Autism Spectrum Disorder in the 
General Education Cassroom: Strategies, 
resources, and structures for promoting 
success and inclusion
Students with autism spectrum disorders 

are being included in the general 

education classroom more than ever, and 

it is up to teachers to make necessary 

accommodations.  Learn how to support 

students by modifying physical space, 

class routines, delivery of content, 

independent/group work, and more!  Ideal 

for elementary and middle school teachers 

as well as special educators.  PM

Erin O’Neil is a member of the Special 

 Education Team at The Learning  

Community working with the 6th  

grade. Erin brings a wealth of  

experience in public schools in Cambridge, MA 

and New York City to her work. Erin taught 1st, 

2nd and 3rd grade as well as worked in special 

education classrooms. She has also been a 

consultant to teacher preparation programs. Erin 

has a Master’s degree in Reading and Literacy 

from Boston College and a degree in elementary/

special education from Providence College. 

SOCIAL STUDIES
Cross Content Collaboration: Experience 
Based Learning through Visual Art
This session will cover elements necessary 

for authentic cross content collaboration 

from planning, preparation, to scheduling.  

Come see and hear about successful 

middle school Social Studies and Visual Art 

collaborations from the past few years.  AM

Mary-Ellen Coppage is the Middle  

Grades Art Teacher at The Learning  

Community.  She was most recently  

an art teacher at an independent school  

in the United Arab Emirates and she also worked 

as a substitute art teacher in the Warwick 

public school system. Mary-Ellen has a BFA 

in Art Education from RI College and did her 

student teaching in public schools in Chepachet, 

Cranston, and Warwick. 
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Michael McGuigan teaches 7th and  

8th grade Social Studies and 6th  

Grade Technology classes. Mike  

brings experience as a teacher in  

Guatemala and the Dominican Republic as 

well as coordinator of service learning at an 

independent school in Providence. Michael 

also has an extensive background in affordable 

housing having worked for over a decade 

on housing and community development in 

Washington, DC, Massachusetts, California 

and Rhode Island. He has an MAT from Brown 

University, a master’s degree in Theology and 

studied religion as an undergraduate. 

Project-Based Inquiry, Workshop and 
Classroom Design: Putting the Pieces 
Together in Social Studies
Workshop Back By Popular Demand:  
Looking for ways to get students 

excited about homework? Looking for 

ideas to make your classroom a space 

for investigation, experimentation and 

meaning making? This workshop will 

explore the rewards and challenges of 

using inquiry and project-based learning 

to teach Social Studies in a workshop 

environment. We will also explore ways 

to create an environment where kids are 

motivated to explore, create and learn. 

Topics will include the inquiry process, 

assessment strategies, differentiation 

strategies, student choice, note-booking 

and messy classrooms. Participants will 

leave with a bibliography of 100s of 

tested middle school Social Studies titles, 

a social studies classroom handbook with 

rubrics, classroom policies and a sample 

syllabus.  PM

Michael McGuigan teaches 7th and  

8th grade Social Studies and 6th  

Grade Technology classes. Mike  

brings experience as a teacher in  

Guatemala and the Dominican Republic as 

well as coordinator of service learning at an 

independent school in Providence. Michael 

also has an extensive background in affordable 

housing having worked for over a decade 

on housing and community development in 

Washington, DC, Massachusetts, California 

and Rhode Island. He has an MAT from Brown 

University, a master’s degree in Theology and 

studied religion as an undergraduate. 

AFTERSCHOOL
Consistency of Culture: Integrating and 
Aligning Afterschool with the School 
Day
Whether you are an afterschool provider, 

youth worker, or community volunteer, 

this workshop will provide strategies 

for alignment and integration with the 

school community that you are serving. 

Participants will learn about steps they 

can take to understand the structure and 

culture of the school they are working 

in.  We will discuss finding effective 

ways to navigate school relationships 

to best ensure consistency for youth 

in afterschool. Some practices we will 

explore include echoing consistent 

messages related to behavior, building 

shared knowledge through professional 

development, and overlapping 

communications and support systems.  

AM 

Jeannie Lapierre is the Director of  

The Learning Community’s Extended  

Day Program, The Exploratorium.  

Jeannie brought her passion for  

impacting the lives of young people to our school 

as an afterschool program provider. Jeannie 

has experience working in higher education 

and as a dance instructor for the Boys and Girls 

of Pawtucket. She believes students should be 

provided with quality enrichment opportunities 

that expand learning and offer new experiences. 

TECHNOLOGY
This is NOT a Blended Learning Session
This session is not about the latest and 

greatest technologies.  Instead, it’s an 

opportunity to learn more about, and 

become more efficient using what 

you already have! Participants will be 

surveyed prior to the session and the 

content will be built based on responses.  

Possible topics include: Office 365, 

Google Classroom (and Google Apps for 

Education), tips and tricks for laptops…  

What do you struggle with?   PM
 
Steve Peck supports Information  

Technology at The Learning  

Community bringing a wealth of  

experience in marketing, broadcast  

media, and technical problem solving to this 

role. Most recently Steve was a programmer 

with a medical information technology firm and 

managed his own marketing firm. He has over 

a decade of experience in radio in Providence 

and Worcester. He has a degree in Information 

Technology and Software Engineering from 

New England Institute of Technology, and has 

studied Communications at Framingham State 

College and Business Management at Johnson 

And Wales. 

Workshop with  
Dr. Jeff Duncan-
Andrade
Join Dr. Jeff Duncan-

Andrade in an intimate 

workshop to continue the 

discussion following his 

keynote address.

 

Jeff Duncan-Andrade, Ph.D., 

is Associate Professor of Raza 

Studies and Education at San 

Francisco State University. He 

is also the founder of the Roses 

in Concrete Community School, 

a community responsive lab 

school in East Oakland (www.

rosesinconcrete.org), and the 

Community Responsive Education 

Group (CRE) working with 

schools and districts around 

the world to develop and 

support effective classroom and 

school cultures. As a classroom 

teacher and school leader in 

East Oakland for the past 23 

years, his pedagogy has been 

widely studied and acclaimed 

for producing uncommon levels 

of social and academic success 

for students. Duncan-Andrade 

lectures around the world and 

has authored two books and 

numerous journal articles and 

book chapters on effective 

practices in schools.



Conference Site

Rhode Island College

600 Mount Pleasant Ave.

Providence, RI 02908

401-456-8000

www.ric.edu

Directions

By Car

Directions to RI College:

https://www.ric.edu/admissions/visit.php

By Train

Amtrak:  

800-USA-RAIL www.amtrak.com

MBTA:   

800-393-6100 www.mbta.com

By Bus

www.ripta.gov

Parking

Free parking available in campus visitor parking lots

Accommodations

There are many hotels within walking distance of the 

conference site.   For more information:

www.goprovidence.com/visitors/

Questions?  

Call Christine Alves, Director of The Teaching Studio at 401-454-9985 or  

e-mail: teachingstudio@thelearningcommunity.com For more information visit: www.teachingstudio.org 

 

CONFERENCE LOGISTICS



REGISTRATION

Fee 

$125 includes breakfast, coffee, tea, 

lunch and all materials.  

DISCOUNT: Group of 5 or more from 

the same school, $100 per person

Deadline to Register 

February 3, 2017

How to Register

Online

• Complete form at  

www.teachingstudio.org 

• Credit cards and PayPal accepted 

• Receive e-mail confirmation

By Mail

• Return completed form to The 

Teaching Studio, 21 Lincoln Ave 

Central Falls, RI 02863 or by fax 

401-722-0990

• Send a check or PO (made out to 

The Learning Community) with 

registration form or call 401-454-

9985 with credit card information

• Receive a confirmation e-mail once 

form is processed 

Capacity

Registration is first come, first served 

as space allows. Participants are asked 

to select their workshop preferences 

but cannot be guaranteed a specific 

workshop.  

Certificate of Attendance

We will issue a certificate of 

attendance to each participant at the 

conclusion of the Educators’ Institute.  

Recording Policy

It is not permissible for conference 

attendees to use any technology to 

record workshops, keynote addresses 

or any other conference session.  

Payment, Refund, and  

Cancellation Policy

Submission of the registration 

form is a commitment to pay the 

conference fees if the event is held, 

regardless of weather conditions.  

If you cancel your registration a 

refund will be granted if we receive 

your written request on or before 

Friday, February 3, 2017.  Refunds 

will not be issued after February 3, 

2017.



REGISTER FOR THE EDUCATORS’ INSTITUTE!   

Register on-line at www.teachingstudio.org. Please Print Clearly.

Full Name

Street Address              City/ State/ Zip

E-mail               Phone     Title

School District/ Organization   School

Do you require any special assistance to participate fully in the conference?

We are happy to have you join The Teaching Studio mailing list and learn about future events.   
p  Check here if you do not want to join the list. 

How did you learn about this conference? Check all that apply.
p  E-mail     p  Website    p  Word of mouth    p  Principal/ school leader    p  Social media     p  Other

PAYMENT METHOD Fees: $125 per person.  5+ people from the same school, $100 per person

p   Purchase Order      p   Check p   Credit card  

(Do not write credit card number on this form. Register online or call the Teaching Studio at 401-454-9985)

 

#

WORKSHOPS

Conference participants will have the opportunity to attend one morning session and one afternoon session. Since space is limited 

please number your top 4 choices (1-4) for the morning workshops and your top 4 choices (1-4) for your afternoon workshops.  

AM WORKSHOPS 
MATH

____  Math Games that Develop 

Number Sense K-5

____  Math Talk and Mental Math K-5

____  Making Sense of Word 

Problems 

LITERACY

____  Upper Grade Shared Reading – 

The Ultimate Teaching Tool

____  Adding Rigor to Guided 

Reading K-3

ENGLISH LEARNERS

____  Writing and Talk Routines for 

ELs in the Content Areas

____  Our Youngest ELs in the 

Mainstream Classroom: Growing 

and Thriving

SOCIAL JUSTICE

____  We Make the Road by Walking 

– A Social Justice Study Session

____  Teaching Students to Talk Back 

to Stereotypes

CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT 

AND SCHOOL CULTURE

____  Movement and Activity Breaks

SPECIAL ED

____  Move that Reader

SOCIAL STUDIES

____  Cross Content Collaboration: 

Experience Based Learning through 

Visual Art

AFTERSCHOOL

____  Deepening Partnerships  

    between Afterschool Programs and  

    the School Day 

 

KEYNOTE WORKSHOP

____  Dr. Jeff Duncan-Andrade

PM WORKSHOPS
MATH

____  Up the Engagement: Math 

Games for Grades 6–8

____  Engaging Young 

Mathematicians in Building Fluency 

and Automaticity

LITERACY

____  How I Saw HUGE gains in my 

class’s PARCC ELA scores

____  4 Ways to Increase the 

Stickiness of Your Teaching Points

____  Write Like This – Using Mentor 

Texts to Enrich Student Writing

ENGLISH LEARNERS

____  Developing ELs Language, 

Reading, and Writing 

SOCIAL JUSTICE

____  Exploring Short Texts About 

Race—How can we use a middle 

grades ELA classroom to create 

space for students to talk about 

race?

CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT 

AND SCHOOL CULTURE

____  Putting the “Play” back in 

recess

____  Helping Children at Home

SPECIAL ED

____  Autism Spectrum Disorder in 

the General Ed Classroom

SOCIAL STUDIES

____  Project-Based Inquiry, 

Workshop and Classroom Design: 

Putting the Pieces Together in 

Social Studies

TECHNOLOGY

____  This is NOT a Blended Learning 

Session

KEYNOTE WORKSHOP

____  Dr. Jeff Duncan-Andrade

• Please return this form by fax to: 401-722-0990 • Scan and e-mail to:  teachingstudio@thelearningcommunity.com •  

By mail to: The Teaching Studio, 21 Lincoln Ave Central Falls, RI 02863



The Teaching Studio is the professional development 

consulting group of The Learning Community, a highly 

successful K-8 urban public school in Central Falls, RI.  

Founded in 2004, The Learning Community supports the 

dreams of 560 students each year –85% qualify for reduced 

price meals and 27% English Learners.  The Learning 

Community:

• CLOSED one of the largest Latino achievement gaps in the nation, 

according to the 2015 NECAP exam. Our Latino students (81%) 

outperformed RI’s white students in math and writing and came 

within 4 percentage points in reading.

• Grew math proficiency by a rate of 18 percentage points and ELA 

proficiency by 20 percentage points over the course of only one year 

on the PARCC state standardized exam. 

• Exceeded the state average, the urban average, and the urban ring 

average in both ELA and math.

• Is RI’s top performing urban middle school in ELA, according to 2016 

PARCC data.

• Ranks among the best schools in the state for family engagement -- 

urban or suburban.

• Is successful not because of a focus on test preparation, but because 

of a deep commitment to teacher leadership and classroom talk.

Through the Teaching Studio, Learning Community consulting classroom 

teachers and specialists are reaching about 4,000 additional students 

throughout the state by working in partnership with colleagues from other 

public schools.

WHAT ADMINISTRATORS 
ARE SAYING ABOUT 
WORKING WITH THE 
TEACHING STUDIO

“We are thrilled that our work 

with The Teaching Studio will 

have an impact across our 

district, supporting reading 

achievement for every student. 

Working together we can move 

further, faster.” 

 

Woonsocket Public Schools

“We wanted to work with The 

Teaching Studio because we 

were excited to get support 

in strengthening our Reading 

Workshop while aligning to 

Common Core standards. 

This partnership is a great 

acknowledgement of the 

incredible teachers working hard 

in our classrooms every day.”
 

Smithfield Public Schools

A Professional Development Center  

Based in a Successful Urban School

Get in Touch!
Want to learn more about The Teaching Studio and our work?

• Visit our web site at www.teachingstudio.org and join our mailing list

• E-mail or call Christine Alves, Teaching Studio Director at  

teachingstudio@thelearningcommunity.com or 401-454-9985


