
THE TEACHING STUDIO

Educators’ Institute

Saturday, March 14, 2015  
8:30 am – 3:30 pm     
The Rhode Island Convention Center   
Providence, RI

FEATURING:

REGISTER ONLINE! See inside for details or visit www.teachingstudio.org

for Educators, Policy Makers, and 
Others Who Care About Schools 
 

HIGHLIGHTS
 Targeted Workshops led by Practicing 

     Teachers  
 Practical Tools and Inspiration for 

   Educators K-8
 Addressing Common Core State Standards 

   & PARCC
 Over 20 Workshops and 3 National 

   Keynotes in 1 Day

REGISTER NOW FOR 
JUST $125
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Vinton
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Taberski



The Teaching Studio is a center for professional development bringing 
targeted, grade-level specifi c professional development directly to teachers 
in their classrooms through one-on-one coaching, workshops at their grade 
level, and units of study and lessons tested in a real public school.  The 
Teaching Studio is led by practicing classroom teachers and is based in a 
successful urban school. 

Get in Touch!
Want to learn more about The Teaching Studio and our work?

• Visit our website at www.teachingstudio.org and join our mailing list
• E-mail or call Christine Alves, Teaching Studio Director at 
teachingstudio@thelearningcommunity.com or 401-454-9985

Christine W. Alves, Director of The Teaching Studio
Christine works with client schools and districts to craft tailored professional 
development plans to meet their specifi c needs.  She also supports The Teaching 
Studio’s consultants, who are classroom teachers and team members at The 
Learning Community, a K-8 public charter school.  Christine has led the nationally-
recognized Growing Readers Initiative and is currently leading a project with eleven 
public schools as they implement new assessment systems and Common Core-
aligned Units of Study in reading using the workshop model.  Over the last 16 years, 
Christine has served as an educational consultant for public schools in Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island, an instructional coach for teachers in grades K – 8, a classroom 
teacher, and a mentor for Brown University’s MAT program.  

WHAT TEACHERS ARE SAYING ABOUT 
TEACHING STUDIO WORKSHOPS

“It is rare that teachers get this 
caliber of professional development.”

“From beginning to end I felt fulfi lled. I was 
able to take something away from each 
session that I know I will use.”

“I walked away with some good tools, some 
good protocols, some really nice tangible 
things.”

“I look forward to applying this in my 
classroom and coming back next year.”



AGENDA
Saturday, March 14, 2015

8:00 – 8:30  
Registration 

8:30 – 9:15  
Keynote A

9:25- 10:55  
Morning Choice Workshop Session 

11:15- 12:00  
Keynote B & Lunch 

12:00- 12:45  
Student Conversation &
Panel Discussion

12:55 – 2:25 
Afternoon Choice Workshop Session

2:35 – 3:20  
Keynote C

3:20 – 3:30  
Closing Remarks

This event made possible by generous support from The 
Rhode Island Foundation and The W.K. Kellogg Foundation.  

FEATURED SPEAKERS
These national experts will give Keynote 
Speeches as well as off er workshops. 

Vicki Vinton 
 
Vicki Vinton is an acclaimed 
writer and literacy 
consultant who has 
worked with the New 
York City public schools 
and districts across the 
country. Her recent book, 
What Readers Really Do: 
Teaching the Process of 
Meaning Making (Heinemann, 
2012), has been called “the best book about reading 
in the age of the Common Core.”  She is also the 
co-author of The Power of Grammar: Unconventional 
Approaches to the Conventions of Language as well 
as works of fi ction.  She lectures nationally and has 
taught writing at the college level.   

Sharon Taberski

Sharon Taberski is a 
nationally recognized 
educator, author, and 
consultant. A teacher 
for 28 years, Sharon 
currently works 
with school districts 
throughout the country as 
a staff  developer. In her 
most recent book, 
Comprehension from the Ground 
Up, Sharon cuts through the pressurized, strategy-
overloaded atmosphere surrounding reading 
instruction to lay out the reading and writing 
practices that are most eff ective in developing strong 
readers. Sharon is also the author of the classic text 
On Solid Ground: Strategies for Teaching Reading K-3.

Cornelius Minor

Cornelius Minor works with 
young people, teachers, 
school leaders, and 
community-based 
organizations to support 
deep and wide literacy 
work in communities 
from Singapore to Seattle
to New York. Through 
his work at Teachers College 
Reading and Writing Project at 
Columbia University he uses his love for technology, 
hip hop, and social media to engage audiences 
in reading, writing and communities of practice.  
Cornelius taught middle school in the Bronx and 
Brooklyn, and his work with students and the 
Inclusive Teachers Network led by Celia Oyler is 
featured in a forthcoming book.



READING
How to Build Your Classroom Library: 
What’s New, Popular, and Diverse in 
Young Adult Literature
We all know that readers like lots of 
choices when it comes to selecting a 
book. This workshop will provide you 
with the resources you need to build your 
classroom library with new, popular, and 
diverse young adult titles. You will be able 
to pair even your pickiest readers with 
books that are just right for them.

Brooke Rennie teaches Eighth Grade 
English Language Arts. Previously 
Brooke taught reading and off ered 
English Language Learner support
at a charter school in Washington, 
DC. Brooke has also worked in 
education at a history museum and 
served as an academic peer educator. Brooke has two 
master’s degrees in education. 

From Talk to Text: Transitioning 
Pre-Readers into Print
Capitalizing on auditory support 
strengthens students’ awareness of 
language structure as they begin to attach 
story concepts to printed text. Participants 
will explore frameworks for structuring 
lesson components to support a variety of 
foundational literacy skills.

Kerrin DuBee is a Reading Specialist. 
Kerrin has worked as an education 
fellow mentoring adults in a 
graduate literacy program, a 
private tutor and a middle school 
performing arts educator. Previously 
she designed and implemented 
original arts and literacy curricula. A graduate of 
Providence College, she also holds certifi cation in 
Secondary English.

Building an Independent Reading Life in 
Upper Elementary 
Helping students self-regulate during 
independent reading time is extremely 
important. In this session, participants 
will learn systems that will support their 
students to reach and exceed the 40 book 
goal.  

Maureen Nosal is a Fifth Grade 
Teacher with over a decade of 
experience in public schools, most 
recently as a literacy coach in 
Pawtucket and a literacy specialist 

in Providence. Maureen taught second and third grade 
in Providence’s public schools, and is an adjunct faculty 
member at Brown University.

Creating and Implementing an Eff ective 
Response to Intervention Model 
The Response to Intervention (RTI) model 
has been widely adopted by schools across 
the nation as a proactive versus reactive 
way to support students with  academic 
and behavioral concerns. This workshop 
will provide an overview of an eff ective 
RTI system for supporting students’ 
reading achievement. The session will 
include specifi c details on implementing 
a comprehensive assessment system, 
budgeting and training educators in 
eff ective researched-based interventions, 
creating a schedule that supports a tiered 
instructional model and building a sense of 
shared responsibility and decision making 
among classroom teachers, academic 
support teams and special educators.

Karen Adamec is a Reading Specialist 
with over a decade of experience 
as a classroom teacher and literacy 
coach in Providence public schools. 

Karen also has an extensive resume 
of consultant, mentor teacher and 
professional development roles with 
a particular emphasis on reading. 
She has a Master’s degree in Reading from the University 

of Rhode Island. 

Building Reading Communities with 
Students and Families
Developing a classroom community 
motivates students and encourages them 
to do their best academically. In this 
workshop we will explore how reading and 
literacy can be the foundation of a strong 
community. We will examine ways to build 
a reading community in the classroom and 
how to extend that community to families. 

Janelle Conroy is a Kindergarten 
Teacher who has served as a 
preschool teacher in Pawtucket 
and Washington, D.C. Janelle holds 
Master’s degrees from American 
University and RI College in 
Education. She also has degrees 
in Sociology and Russian from the 
College of the Holy Cross. Janelle is certifi ed as an English 
as a Second Language teacher. 

Talk is a Mediator for Thought: Teaching 
Students How to Use Discussion to Grow 
Ideas and Get Smarter
While we know how to teach students 
phonics, vocabulary or comprehension 
strategies to lift up their writing, the skills 
students need to successfully participate 
in discussion can be opaque. We can solve 
that! We will do meta-cognitive studies to 
grow our own skills in conversations, then 
learn about strategies to implement more 
rigorous talk in an intermediate workshop 
classroom. You will also walk away with 20 
concrete teaching points to build deeper, 
more rigorous conversations with students. 

Josh Johnston is a Sixth Grade 
English Language Arts Teacher.  
Josh earned his MAT in Elementary 
Education from Brown University, 
where he serves as a mentor 
teacher.  He also holds a degree in 

history from Denison University.  

WRITING 
Bringing Stories to Life
This participatory writing workshop will 
bring educators together to tell stories in 
partnerships and put their words on paper. 
Educators can take this experience back 
to their classrooms to help students bring 
their stories to life!

Kim Leimer is an English Language 
Learner Teacher/Coordinator. She 
has worked as a classroom teacher, 
instructional coach, ELL coordinator, 
and teacher educator in RI, MA, 
and NY. Kim has a master’s degree in 
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages from 
Teachers College, Columbia University and a BA in Spanish 
from Rutgers University. 

Bonnie Reid brings her creativity 
and enthusiasm to her work as a 
Fifth Grade Teacher. Bonnie has 
taught fi rst grade, fi fth grade and 
kindergarten in the Greenwich 
public schools in Connecticut. She 
has also been an assistant teacher and 
extended day instructor in private schools in California 
and Connecticut. Bonnie has an MAT from Manhattanville 
College and a degree in Culture and Communications from 
New York University.

WORKSHOPS
Conference participants will have the opportunity to attend one morning 
workshop and one afternoon workshop.  All workshops will be off ered 
in both the morning and afternoon.  Registrants will select their top 5 
workshop choices since space is limited. 



The Power of Publishing: Real Writing for 
Real Audience  
Learn lively and authentic ways to publish 
student work that will spark motivation, 
enhance speaking and listening skills, 
build community, and strengthen reading 
fl uency and critical thinking in your school 
or classroom. 

Ariana Wohl is an Instructional 
Coach focusing on ELA and social 
studies and a Middle Grades Culture 
Co-Coordinator. Ariana has years of 
experience teaching middle school. 
She was a Fulbright Teaching Fellow 
in Argentina and has integrated issues of justice and 
public policy into the curriculum. She also participates in 
Frequency, a local writers’ community. 

Engaging Teenage Boy Writers
Are you struggling to generate quality 
writing with middle grades/teenage boys? 
Based on the work of Ralph Fletcher, we 
will explore how to engage male students 
in the joy of writing. You will come away 
with strategies, ideas and sample teaching 
points that you can use to engage the guy 
writers in your life.

Kayla Magee is a member of the 
Special Education Team, where she 
has worked with fourth through 
seventh grades. She previously 
worked with an extended day 
program in the Bristol-Warren public schools and as a 
teacher at a behavioral day program. Kayla has a bachelor’s 
degree in Elementary Education and a master’s degree in 
Special Education from Rhode Island College. 

MATH 
Analyzing Problem Sets and Planning 
Mental Math for the K-5 Classroom
This session will focus on examining related 
problem sets, analyzing relationships 
within numbers, and planning Mental 
Math time to support students’ use of 
effi  cient computation strategies. Mental 
Math time in classrooms is crucial, yet our 
busy daily schedules only allow for 10-15 
minutes. We will be sharing strategies for 
this to be a highly eff ective time. Teachers 
will leave with a better understanding 
of how to anticipate students’ strategies 
and plan teaching moves to support 
development, and a deeper understanding 
of the embedded content (strategies, 
mathematical models and properties) in 
computation practice.

 Jill Cote is an Instructional Coach 
in grades K-2. Jill was previously a 
Math and Writing Specialist and a 
second grade teacher. Jill also is a 
Licensed Independent Clinical Social 
Worker and has a Masters in Social Work from Wheelock 
College. She has worked as a therapist at a bilingual 
childcare center and at a community mental health center. 
Jill holds a BA in Psychology from Wheaton College.

Kirsten Shrout Fernandes is an 
Instructional Coach in grades 3-5 and 
was previously a 4th grade teacher.  
Kirsten started her teaching career 
in New York City teaching fi rst and 
third grades. Kirsten has engaged in 
extensive professional development in 
reading, writing, math and classroom community building. 
She has a Master’s of Science in Teaching from Pace 
University and a degree in Business from Boston College.

SCIENCE
Writing and Reading in the Science 
Classroom
What does it mean to be science literate?  
We all know science surrounds us every 
day in every way. We need to equip our 
students to think and express themselves 
like scientists. During this workshop, we 
will explore strategies to increase reading 
and writing in the science classroom. We 
will begin with elementary and work our 
way through 8th grade. Walk away with 
specifi c strategies to use in the science 
classroom!

Carey DeLauder Bledsoe is an 
Instructional  Coach supporting
math and science instruction and a 
Middle Grades Co-Coordinator. Carey 
has years of experience as an educator, 
staff  developer and consultant to many schools. She has 
a PhD in Education from the URI/ RIC Feinstein Program 
with a dissertation on the discourse of learning among 
urban girls. 

SOCIAL STUDIES
Integrating a Project-Based Inquiry 
Approach to Social Studies within a 
Workshop Framework
Want to get students excited about 
homework? Want to build your classroom 
library? This workshop will explore the 
rewards and challenges of using inquiry 
and projects to teach Social Studies in a 
workshop environment. Topics will include 
the inquiry process, assessment strategies, 
collaboration opportunities (especially with 
Art and ELA), diff erentiation strategies, 
student choice, note-booking and messy 
classrooms. Participants will leave with 
a bibliography of 100s of tested middle 
school Social Studies titles and a classroom 
handbook with rubrics, classroom policies 
and a syllabus for early American History. 

Michael McGuigan teaches 6th and 
7th grade Social Studies and 6th 
Grade Technology. Mike brings 
experience as a teacher in Guatemala 
and the Dominican Republic as well 
as coordinator of service learning 
at an independent school in Providence. Michael also has 
an extensive background in aff ordable housing having 
worked for over a decade on housing and community 
development in Washington, DC, Massachusetts, California 
and Rhode Island. He has an MAT from Brown University 
and a master’s degree in Theology.

SPECIAL EDUCATION
Move That Reader! Extreme Makeover, 
Comprehension Addition
Special Educators, Reading Teachers, 
Social Studies and Science Teachers: do 
you feel like you have tried everything 
you can think of and your students still 
aren’t progressing in their comprehension 
of texts? In this 90-minute workshop you 
will learn tried and true strategies for 
supporting students through challenging 
texts, encouraging accountable talk, and 
improving overall comprehension. This 
work will apply to both content-related 
texts and independent reading books 
(ideal for upper elementary and middle 
grades). You will walk away with ready- 
to-use resources and the experience 
necessary to implement these tools!

Erin O’Neil is a Special Educator in 
the Middle Grades and draws on 
a wealth of experience in public 
schools in Cambridge, MA and 
New York City in her work. She has 
also been a consultant to teacher 
preparation programs. Erin has 
a Master’s degree in Reading and Literacy from Boston 
College.

Developing a Successful Collaboration 
between the Classroom Teacher and 
Specialists
Collaboration among professionals is 
critical to student academic success. 
Participants will leave this session 
with specifi c ways to work with other 
professionals to meet the individual needs 
of students with diverse academic goals.

Born in Guatemala, Lindsay Correia is 
one of the few bilingual Speech-
Language Pathologists in RI.  As 
a consultant, she has worked at 
Rhode Island Hospital, the Autism 
Project, and various public schools in 
the Washington, DC area.

Lynn Lotierzo is a First Grade Teacher 
and holds an MAT in Elementary 
Education from Brown University 
and a degree in Human 
Development from Cornell 
University.  She is also certifi ed as 
an English as a Second Language 
Teacher.

Tara Apperson is a member of the 
Special Education Team focusing on 
students in grades K-3. She received 
her Master’s in Special Education 
from Lesley University. She also 
holds a degree in journalism from 
Humboldt State University. Tara has 
worked as a teacher’s assistant in East Greenwich and as a 
behavior specialist with children for autism. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
PE and Beyond: Extending Physical 
Activity Outside the Gymnasium Door
The main goal of any Physical Education 
program is to develop students who 
want and know how to be active outside 
of school and lead an active life. In this 
session you will receive many ideas to help 
your school and your Physical Education 
program achieve this goal.

Ella Bodnar Rodriguez is a Physical 
Education Teacher and has engaged 
young people in exercise and sports 
as a track and fi eld coach and Girl 
Scout leader. Ella also worked as a 
mentor and after-school leader for 
students in Providence through the 
Children’s Crusade. Ella was a national champion track 
athlete in Romania and a Rhode Island State Champion.

Innovative Fitness for Physical Education
In this session participants will learn about 
Innovative Fitness Activity Training and 
how to use Lebert Equalizers, Kettlebells, 
Fitness Ladders, and Battle Ropes within 
their Physical Education program. We will 
show fundamental movements using these 
highly eff ective training tools that will keep 
your middle school students engaged and 
excited about healthy living.

Brent Fusaro has been a Physical 
Education Teacher for over a decade.  
He has experience coaching 
Middle and High School basketball, 
baseball and softball.  Brent has a 
degree in Physical Education, Health 
and Adaptive Physical Education from 
Rhode Island College. 

FAMILY ENGAGEMENT
Engaging Multicultural Families in 
Authentic Ways
Participants will leave this session with 
multiple strategies for engaging families 
within their school communities. The 
session was designed based on the belief 
that all families can participate regardless 
of language and other perceived barriers. 

Born in Guatemala, Lindsay Correia is 
one of the few bilingual Speech-
Language Pathologists in RI.  As 
a consultant, she has worked at 
Rhode Island Hospital, the Autism 
Project, and various public schools in 
the Washington, DC area.

Lynn Lotierzo is a First Grade 
Teacher.  Lynn holds an MAT in 
elementary education from 
Brown University and a degree in 
Human Development from Cornell 
University.  She is also certifi ed as an 
English as a Second Language Teacher. 

Helping Children at Home
This workshop will provide participants 
with ways to engage with families around 
the hot topic of how to help children at 
home. We will provide strategies and 
resources that you can share with your 
families. The workshop will be focused on 
children in grades K-3. 

Cathy Derouin is a Special Education 
Director and has been a special 
education teacher since 2001. 
She has taught at schools in 
Warwick and Providence. Cathy 
has a bachelor’s degree in Special 
Education/Elementary Education, a 
Masters in Counseling and Educational Psychology and is 
certifi ed as a special education administrator. 

Building Reading Communities with 
Students and Families
Developing a classroom community 
motivates students and encourages them 
to do their best academically. In this 
workshop we will explore how reading and 
literacy can be the foundation of a strong 
community. We will examine ways to build 
a reading community in the classroom and 
how to extend that community to families. 

Janelle Conroy is a Kindergarten 
Teacher who has served as a 
preschool teacher in Pawtucket 
and Washington, D.C. Janelle holds 
Master’s degrees from American 
University and RI College in 
Education. She also has degrees in 
Sociology and Russian from the College of the Holy Cross.  
Janelle is certifi ed as an English as a Second Language 

teacher.

School-Wide Strength-Based Family 
Engagement Systems: Learn Practical 
and Do-able Systems and Strategies 
that Foster Family Engagement Across a 
Whole School Community
At The Learning Community we 
believe that families are our students’ 
greatest source of strength, and that 
all families have a right to be involved 
in their children’s education. We will 
share school-wide systems, strategies 
and processes that connect our school 
team members with every single family, 
resulting in consistently high levels of 
family engagement over 11 years, in a high 
poverty community. 

Sarah Friedman the Co-Director of an 
urban K-8 public school. Previously, 
she was the director of the Mental 
Health and Wellness Initiative at 
Hope and Feinstein High Schools in 
Providence, systematizing a model of student 
support with Family Service of RI. As the Associate Director 
of Teaching for Tomorrow, Sarah began a successful model 
of family engagement in 6 Providence elementary schools. 
She has a degree in American Civilization from Brown 
University. 

CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT 
AND SCHOOL CULTURE
The Power of Advisory
A strong and eff ective advisory program 
can lead to greater academic success as 
well as a positive school climate. In this 
workshop we will investigate why advisory 
is so vital and what a successful advisory 
program looks like.

Carey DeLauder Bledsoe is an 
Instructional Coach in math and 
science and a Middle Grades Co-
Coordinator. Carey has years of 
experience as an educator and has 
provided professional development 
and consulting  services to many schools. 
She is has a PhD in Education from the URI/ RIC Feinstein 
Program with a dissertation on the discourse of learning 
among urban girls. 

How I Ditched my Behavior Chart, Tossed 
my Reward System, and Still Had the Best 
Year Ever
In this workshop we’ll take a closer look 
at systems for behavior management 
as they currently live in our classrooms. 
Participants will walk away with some 
easy-to-implement, alternative strategies 
that capitalize on intrinsic motivation and 
build student independence.

Stephanie Meuse is a Fourth Grade 
Teacher. Stephanie previously 
taught 1st grade and English as 
a Second Language in public 
schools in Boston and Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. Stephanie has an MAT 
in Elementary Education and a BA in English 
from Northeastern University, and has experience working 
with students of all ages in a variety of settings (from 
extended day to summer programs to soccer camps).

AFTERSCHOOL
Building Meaningful Partnerships for Out 
of School Time 
Join this session for an interactive 
discussion on transformative partnership 
practices in afterschool. We will delve into 
mapping community and school assets as 
well as explore the powerful role of youth 
voice.

Jeannie Lapierre is an After School 
Program Director. Jeannie has 
experience working in higher 
education, as an active reservist in 
the U.S. Army National Guard, and as 
a dance instructor for the Boys and 
Girls Clubs of Pawtucket. Jeannie is 
pursuing a degree in Anthropology at RI College.
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PRINCIPALS AND 
ADMINISTRATORS
School-Wide Strength-Based Family 
Engagement Systems: Learn Practical 
and Do-able Systems and Strategies 
that Foster Family Engagement Across a 
Whole School Community
At The Learning Community we 
believe that families are our students’ 
greatest source of strength, and that 
all families have a right to be involved 
in their children’s education. We will 
share school-wide systems, strategies 
and processes that connect our school 
team members with every single family, 
resulting in consistently high levels of 
family engagement over 11 years, in a high 
poverty community. 

Sarah Friedman the Co-Director of an 
urban K-8 public school. Previously, 
she was the director of the Mental 
Health and Wellness Initiative at 
Hope and Feinstein High Schools in 
Providence, systematizing a model of 
student support with Family Service 
of RI. As the Associate Director of Teaching for Tomorrow, 
Sarah began a successful model of family engagement in 
6 Providence elementary schools. She holds a degree in 
American Civilization from Brown University. 

But How Can I Find the Time? Putting 
Students and Teachers at the Center of 
Your Schedule Development Process
Does your school struggle to fi t everything 
into the school day? Do your teachers 
feel like they don’t have enough time? 
Participants in this workshop will learn 
about a schedule development process 
that focuses on responding to teacher and 
classroom needs.

Sarah Bernstein is the  Director of 
Operations, managing non-
academic time and supporting 
deep experiences for students 
outside of classrooms.  Sarah worked 
with the Providence After School 
Alliance (PASA), a citywide initiative to increase the quality 
of afterschool programs. She has also served as a 7th grade 
teacher at a Providence charter school. Sarah is a graduate 
of Brown University with a degree in Ethnic Studies and a 
teaching certifi cate in Secondary Social Studies.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER WORKSHOPS 

Workshop with Vicki Vinton
Participants in this session will work with Vicki Vinton in a smaller group to 

discuss strategies to support all readers in the classroom.

Vicki Vinton is an acclaimed writer and literacy consultant 
who has worked with the New York City public schools and 

districts across the country. Her recent book, What  
Readers Really Do: Teaching the Process of Meaning 
Making (Heinemann, 2012), has been called “the best 
book about reading in the age of the Common Core.”  
She is also the co-author of  The Power of Grammar: 

Unconventional Approaches to the Conventions of 
Language as well as works of fi ction.  She lectures 

nationally and has taught writing at the college level.

Workshop with Sharon Taberski 
In this workshop, participants will have the opportunity to continue the 

discussion around comprehension with Sharon Taberski. 

Sharon Taberski is a nationally recognized educator, 
author, and consultant. A teacher for 28 years, Sharon 

currently works with school districts throughout 
the country as a staff  developer. In her most recent 
book, Comprehension from  the Ground Up, Sharon 
cuts through the pressurized, strategy-overloaded 
atmosphere surrounding reading instruction to lay out 

the reading and writing practices that are most eff ective 
in developing strong readers. Sharon is also the author 

of the classic text On Solid Ground: Strategies for Teaching 
Reading K-3.

Workshop with Cornelius Minor
Participants will work with Cornelius Minor exploring in greater depth the 

themes in his keynote and strategies to authentically engage students. 

Cornelius Minor works with young people, teachers, school 
leaders, and community-based organizations to support deep 

and wide literacy work in communities from Singapore 
to Seattle to New York.  Through his work at Teachers 
College Reading and Writing Project at Columbia 
University he uses his love for technology, hip-hop, and 
social media to engage audiences in reading, writing 
and communities of practice.  Cornelius taught middle 

school in the Bronx and Brooklyn, and his work with 
students and the Inclusive Teachers Network led 

 by Celia Oyler is featured in a forthcoming book.



Conference Site
Rhode Island Convention Center

1 Sabin St

Providence, RI 02903

401-458-6000

www.riconvention.com

Directions
By Car
Print directions from our website: 

www.teachingstudio.org

By Train
Amtrak: 
800-USA-RAIL www.amtrak.com

MBTA:  
800-393-6100 www.mbta.com

By Bus
RI Public Transportation operates 

bus service from all parts of the 

state to Kennedy Plaza, just a 

block from the convention center.

www.ripta.gov

Parking
All parking fees subject to change

Parking at the Rhode Island 
Convention Center: North Garage
Event Rate: 

$12/day    

$18/overnight stay

401-458-6339 

www.riconvention.com

Parking at the Providence 
Place Mall
Rates: 5-8 hours $10; 8-20 hours 

$20; 20-24 hours $25. Any longer 

than 24 hours is $25 plus additional 

hours at the above hourly rates 

www.providenceplace.com  

Accommodations
There are many hotels within 

walking distance of the conference 

site.   For more information:

www.goprovidence.com/visitors/

Questions?  
Call Christine Alves, Director of The Teaching Studio 
at 401-454-9985 or e-mail: 
teachingstudio@thelearningcommunity.com
For more information visit: www.teachingstudio.org
 

CONFERENCE LOGISTICS



REGISTRATION
Fee 
$125 includes coff ee, tea, lunch 
and all materials.  

DISCOUNT: Group of 5+ from same 
organization, $100 per person.

Deadline to Register 
February 27, 2015

Register Online
• Go to www.teachingstudio.org 
• Credit cards and PayPal accepted 
• Receive e-mail confi rmation

Register By Mail or Fax
• Return completed form to The 

Teaching Studio, 21 Lincoln Ave 
Central Falls, RI 02863 or by fax 
401-722-0990

• Send a check  (made to The 
Learning Community) with 
registration form or call 401-454-
9985 with credit card information

• Receive a confi rmation e-mail once 
form is processed 

Capacity
Registration is fi rst come, fi rst served 
as space allows. Participants are asked 
to select their workshop preferences 
but cannot be guaranteed a specifi c 
workshop.  

Certifi cate of Attendance
We will issue a certifi cate of 
attendance to each participant at the 
conclusion of the Educators’ Institute.  

Recording Policy
It is not permissible for conference 
attendees to use any technology to 
record workshops, keynote addresses 

or any other conference session.  

Payment, Refund, and 
Cancellation Policy

Submission of the registration 

form is a commitment to pay the 

conference fees if the event is held, 

regardless of weather conditions.  

If you cancel your registration a 

refund will be granted if we receive 

your written request on or before 

Monday, February 27, 2015.  Refunds 

will not be issued after February 27, 

2015.  



REGISTER FOR THE EDUCATORS’ INSTITUTE!   

Register on-line at www.teachingstudio.org. Please print clearly.

Full Name

Street Address              City/ State/ Zip

E-mail               Phone     Title

School District/ Organization   School     Twitter handle

Do you require any special assistance to participate fully in the conference?

We are happy to have you join The Teaching Studio mailing list and learn about future events.  
     Check here if you do not want to join the list. 

How did you learn about this conference?
    Postcard       E-mail       Web site      Word of mouth      Principal/ school leader       Social media       Other

PAYMENT METHOD
     Check   Credit card         Fees: $125 per person. 5+ people from the same organization, $100 per person.
Do not write credit card number on this form. Register online or call the Teaching Studio at 401-454-9985. 

WORKSHOPS
Conference participants will have the opportunity to attend 1 morning session and 1 afternoon session.  All workshops will be 

off ered in both the morning and afternoon.  Since space is limited please number your top 5 choices below 1-5.  

READING
____  How to Build Your Classroom Library: 

What’s New, Popular, and Diverse in Young 

Adult Literature

____ From Talk to Text: Transitioning Pre-Readers 

into Print

____  Building an Independent Reading Life in 

Upper Elementary

____  Creating and Implementing an Eff ective 

Response to Intervention Model 

____  Building Reading Communities with 

Students and Families 

____  Talk is a Mediator for Thought: Teaching 

Students How to Use Discussion to Grow Ideas 

and Get Smarter

WRITING
____  Bringing Stories to Life

____  The Power of Publishing

____  Engaging Teenage Boy Writers

MATHEMATICS
____ Analyzing Problem Sets and Planning

 Mental Math for the K-5 Classroom

SCIENCE
____  Writing and Reading in the Science 

Classroom

SOCIAL STUDIES
____  Integrating a Project-Based Inquiry 

Approach to Social Studies within a Workshop 

Framework 

SPECIAL EDUCATION
____  Move That Reader! Extreme Makeover, 

Comprehension Addition

____  Developing a Successful Collaboration 

between Classroom Teacher and Specialists

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
____ PE & Beyond: Extending Physical Activity 

Outside the Gymnasium Door

____ Innovative Fitness for Physical Education

FAMILY ENGAGEMENT
____  Engaging Multi-Cultural Families in 

Authentic Ways 

____  Helping Children at Home 

____  Building Reading Communities with 

Students and Families

____  School-Wide Strength-Based Family 

Engagement Systems

CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT & 
SCHOOL CULTURE
____  The Power of Advisory

____  How I Ditched My Behavior Chart, Tossed My 

Reward System, and Still Had the Best Year Ever

AFTERSCHOOL
____  Building Meaningful Partnerships for Out of 

School Time 

PRINCIPALS AND ADMINISTRATORS
____ School-Wide Strength-Based Family 

Engagement Systems

____  But How Can I Find the Time? Putting 

Students and Teachers at the Center of Your 

Schedule Development Process

KEYNOTE SPEAKER WORKSHOPS 
____  Vicki Vinton 

____  Sharon Taberski (K-2 teachers)

____  Cornelius Minor

• Please return this form by fax to: 401-722-0990 • Scan and e-mail to:  teachingstudio@thelearningcommunity.com •  
By mail to: The Teaching Studio, 21 Lincoln Ave Central Falls, RI 02863



The Teaching Studio is the professional development 
consulting group of The Learning Community, a highly 
successful K-8 urban public school in Central Falls, RI. 
Founded in 2004, The Learning Community supports 
the dreams of 560 students each year -- 86% qualify 
for reduced price meals and 39% are English Language 
Learners. The Learning Community:

• Is closing the achievement gap -- low-income students at 
The Learning Community outperformed the state average 
for ALL students (low-income and not) in ALL subjects.

• Is RI’s highest performing urban elementary school in math.
• Ranks among the best schools in the state for family 

engagement - urban or suburban.
• Has remarkable Latino student achievement -- 33 points 

higher in math, 30 points higher in writing and 23 points 
higher in reading than their peers state-wide.

• Is RI’s highest performing school with its level of poverty.

Through the Teaching Studio, Learning Community classroom 
teachers and specialists are reaching over 3,000 additional 
students throughout the state by working in partnership with 

colleagues from other public schools.

WHAT ADMINISTRATORS 
ARE SAYING ABOUT 
WORKING WITH THE 
TEACHING STUDIO

“We are thrilled that our work 
with The Teaching Studio will 
have an impact across our 
district, supporting reading 
achievement for every student. 
Working together we can move 
further, faster.” 

Dr. Giovanna Donoyan, Superintendent, 
Woonsocket Public Schools

“We wanted to work with The 
Teaching Studio because we 
were excited to get support 
in strengthening our Reading 
Workshop while aligning to 
Common Core standards. 
This partnership is a great 
acknowledgement of the 
incredible teachers working hard 
in our classrooms every day.”

Robert O’Brien, Superintendent,

Smithfi eld Public Schools

A Professional Development Center 
Based in a Successful Urban School

Get in Touch!
Want to learn more about The Teaching Studio and our work?

• Visit our web site at www.teachingstudio.org and join our mailing list
• E-mail or call Christine Alves, Teaching Studio Director at 
teachingstudio@thelearningcommunity.com or 401-454-9985



FEATURED SPEAKERS:

REGISTER ONLINE!  See inside for details or visit: www.teachingstudio.org
DEADLINE  February 27, 2015

 The Learning Community

21 Lincoln Avenue, Central Falls, RI 02863

NON-PROFIT ORG.

U.S. POSTAGE PAID

PERMIT NO. 333

PAWTUCKET, RI

THE TEACHING STUDIO

Educators’ Institute
HIGHLIGHTS

Cornelius
Minor

Vicki
Vinton

Sharon
Taberski


